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The Impact of COVID-19 on Incarcerated Persons

The spread of the Coronavirus poses a significant risk to those incarcerated in public
and private prisons all around the country. Almost all the concerns about Coronavirus's
spread in packed social settings apply to a greater degree in correctional facilities.
There is little to no space for social distancing or similar recommendations experts
make to combat Coronavirus. Such an outbreak could not only infect and kill hundreds
or thousands of people in prison but potentially spread to nearby communities as well.
It can have a devastating impact in the U.S, which currently has the highest number of
incarcerated persons in the world. Correctional officers and staff, thousands of whom
are represented by CWA, are facing a higher level of risk.

Public safety advocates have called on the Justice Department, the Department of
Corrections, the Federal Bureau of Prisons and state and local governments to take
necessary steps such as early release for inmates with non-violent and drug-related
offenses, making handwashing and otherwise good hygiene easier for inmates and
prison staff, cancelation of activities or programming, etc. In addition, CWA has made
several resources available for members who have concerns about the risks they face at
the workplace on the national website.

Available Resources
e Coronavirus/COVID-19 Information for CWA Members
e Open Letter: ACLU Demands the Release From Prisons and Jails of
Communities Vulnerable to COVID-19

Actions/Campaigns
e PETITION: Protect Incarcerated Communities From Covid-19
e PETITION: Stop the Spread of COVID-19: Release Vulnerable Communities
from Immigrant Detention, Jails, and Prisons

e NEW: Demand state and federal lawmakers end the use of private prisons and

protect incarcerated people from COVID-19

e NEW: Humanity Not Cages: Demand a Just and Humane Response to
COVID-19
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https://cwa-union.org/covid-19
https://cwa-union.org/covid-19
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/aclu-demands-release-prisons-and-jails-communities-vulnerable-covid-19
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/aclu-demands-release-prisons-and-jails-communities-vulnerable-covid-19
https://www.change.org/p/donald-j-trump-protect-incarcerated-communities-from-covid-19?recruiter=1054997652&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition
https://action.aclu.org/petition/stop-spread-covid-19-free-elderly-and-sick-prisons-and-jails
https://action.aclu.org/petition/stop-spread-covid-19-free-elderly-and-sick-prisons-and-jails
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/sign-the-petition-demand-federal-and-state-lawmakers-drop-private-prison-contracts-with-geo-group-and-corecivic?source=20200330_NoPrivatePrisons_JWJ&referrer=group-jobs-with-justice&link_id=2&can_id=a498b5ccc3e3b2b76cfc77a578c37a46&email_referrer=email_763713&email_subject=protect-incarcerated-people-from-covid-19-end-investments-in-private-prisons
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/sign-the-petition-demand-federal-and-state-lawmakers-drop-private-prison-contracts-with-geo-group-and-corecivic?source=20200330_NoPrivatePrisons_JWJ&referrer=group-jobs-with-justice&link_id=2&can_id=a498b5ccc3e3b2b76cfc77a578c37a46&email_referrer=email_763713&email_subject=protect-incarcerated-people-from-covid-19-end-investments-in-private-prisons
https://campaigns.organizefor.org/petitions/humanity-not-cages-demand-a-just-and-humane-response-to-covid-19-1
https://campaigns.organizefor.org/petitions/humanity-not-cages-demand-a-just-and-humane-response-to-covid-19-1

